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LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) ’

Inauguration of an Old St1ldents’ Association at

University College, Liverpool.
WITH the laudable object of promoting good fellowship

among former students of University College and bringing
them together into friendly intercourse an ’’ Old Students’
Association" has been recently formed in connexion with
University College. Upwards of 100 past students have
already joined the association and as there are about 2000
old students scattered over different parts of the kingdom,
many of whom have written in enthusiastic support of the
scheme, it is anticipated that the membership will shortly
assume goodly proportions. The association will also have
for its aim the promotion of the interests of the College in
every possible manner. Dr. John Hill Abram, assistant

physician to the Royal Infirmary, has been elected the first
president ; Mr. W. Thelwall Thomas, assistant surgeon
to the Royal Infirmary, has been appointed treasurer; and
Miss E. M. Platt will act as the first secretary.

University College, Liverpool; The Medical Faculty;
Opening cf the Summ6’!’ Session.

Lectures and practical classes in the schools of medicine,
dental surgery, and public health commenced on May lst.
The several entries to date appear to be satisfactory.

The Pathological Diagnosis Society of Liverpool Report
for 1899.

. During the year 1899 the Pathological Diagnosis Society
have transmitted to members of the society 800 reports on
material sent by them for examination. In the Thompson-
Yates Laboratories a special room and laboratory assistant
are devoted to the work, so that in all urgent cases, as in
the bacteriological diagnosis of diphtheria and the typhoid
bacillus, a reply is given within 24 hours. The society is
doing a most useful work, and the attention of members is
directed to some practical points in the method of selecting
and sending material for examination, examples of which
are given in the report for 1899 under the respective head-
ings. The following hospitals are at present connected with
the society: the Royal Infirmary, the Infirmary for Children,
the Royal Albert Edward Infirmary, Wigan, the Birkenhead
and Wirral Children’s Hospital, the Southport Infirmary, and
the County Asylum, Chester. The director of the society is
Dr. W. B. Warrington, to whom all communications should
be addressed at the Thompson-Yates Laboratories.

Charges of Neglect against the Liverpool Workhouse Authorities
in the Matter of a Certified Lunatic.

A case involving some interest in a medical point of view
was investigated by the county coroner on April 25th. A

middle-aged woman, a saleswoman in the employ of a large
haberdashery establishment in the city, was brought to the
Liverpool Workhouse on the morning of April 15th suffering
from acute mania, as certified by her medical attendant.
She was subsequently removed to Rainhill Asylum, ’where she
died on April 23rd. The authorities at the asylum reported
to the coroner that the woman had -been neglected at the
workhouse, that she was not in a fit state to have been removed
to the asylum, and, that her head was filled with vermin.
Dr. A. W. Campbell, the pathologist of the asylum, deposed
that he had made a post-mortem examination of the body
and that the deceased died from broncho-pneumonia. The
body was also covered with bruises when admitted to the
asylum. The workhouse officials denied that there could
have been any filth in the room in which the deceased was
confined as it had been previously stoved owing to the
occurrence of a case of small-pox in the section. The
bruises could be accounted for from the fact that the
deceased was rescued with great difficulty, after the
lapse of an hour, from a ledge outside the window
of the establishment from which she was brought to
the workhouse. They would appear to have been unavoid-
able and to have been caused by the efforts made to
rescue her from a perilous position. Dr. William Alexander
deposed that the deceased died from acute mania and that
the broncho-pneumonia was but a complication of the
disease. The jury found that the deceased died from
broncho-pneumonia, and were of opinion that there had been
neglect on the part of the workhouse authorities. An
exhaustive inquiry was subsequently held by the Select

Vestry into the conduct of their officers in the matter with
the result that the charges of neglect made against the
officers of the workhouse had not been proved." Mr. Foote,
one of the members of the committee of inquiry, made
the remark that " their friend the coroner was only
too ready to get a shy at Brownlow-hill." In the
course of investigation by the committee of the Select
Vestry Dr. Alexander said that he regretted that he
was not notified by the asylum authorities of their inten-
tion of making a post-mortem examination, to which he con-
sidered he was in courtesy entitled. It is only fair to say
that Dr. J. Wiglesworth, the respected medical super-
intendent of the Rainhill Asylum, was absent from home at
the time of the whole proceedings. Hitherto the relations
between the asylum authorities and the officials of the Liver-
pool Workhouse had been of a cordial character and it is
unfortunate that those friendly relations should have been
marred by the present unfortunate occurrence.

The TMeatened Epidemic of Small-pox in Liverpool.
At the last weekly meeting of the Health Committee of

the City Council, the medical officer of health (Dr. E. W.
Hope) reported that there were 53 cases of small-pox, 173
cases of scarlet fever, 2 cases of typhus fever, 45 of typhoid
fever, 33 of diphtheria, and 24 cases of other zymotics,
making a total of 330 cases of infectious diseases in the city
corporate hospitals for the week ending April 28th. There
had been four deaths from small-pox during the week. No
fresh cases of small-pox had occurred at the Liverpool Work-
house, where every precaution has been taken for isolating
suspected cases. Revaccinations have been performed by
the medical officers on a large scale and it is hoped that, so
far as the workhouse is concerned, the disease has been
successfully grappled with.
May 8th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Royal College of Physioians of EdinbulJ’gh.
A QUARTERLY meeting of the Royal College of Physicians

of Edinburgh was held on May 1st, Dr. James Andrew, the
President, being in the chair.-The President referred in

feeling terms to the great loss which the College had
sustained through the death of Sir Douglas Maclagan who
had been a Fellow of the College for 36 years and President
from 1884 to 1887. The President further referred to the
loss which the College and the profession had sustained
through the death of Sir William Priestley, for 42 years a
Fellow of the College.-Dr. Charles Henry Fox, M.R.C.P.
Edin. (Edinburgh), was admitted by ballot to the Fellowship
of the College.-On a ballot the following candidates were
admitted to the Membership of the College after examina-
tion-viz., Charles Cromhall Easterbrook, M.B., C.M. Edin.
(Edinburgh), John Cumming, L.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. Edin.
(Edinburgh), and Alexander Dingwall Fordyce, M.B.,
Ch.B. Edin. (Edinburgh).-The Registrar reported that since
the last quarterly meeting 45 persons had obtained the Licence
of the College by examination.--Dr. Claude Buchanan
Ker, M.R.C.P. Edin. (Edinburgh), was, after examination,
recognised as a lecturer on Infectious Diseases, and the
President conferred on him the certificate of qualifica-
tion.-The President announced that the Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh had intimated its intention to con-
tribute &pound; 200 per annum towards the maintenance of the
College Laboratory, and moved that the cordial thanks of the
College be given to the sister College for the very handsome
contribution.-Intimation was made that the medical officer
of health for the city of Edinburgh was prepared, in the
City Hospital, to conduct examinations with a view to the
bacteriological diagnosis of diphtheria and typhoid fever for
the profession, as the College, through its laboratory, had
done in the past. It was accordingly resolved that the
College should cease reporting regarding diphtheria and

typhoid fever from May 15th excepting for Fellows of the
College and of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.-
Draft Regulations for the Triple Qualification Examinations
for the following year were approved.-It was intimated that
Dr. John Wyllie had been re-elected one of the representa-
tives of the College on the Conjoint Committee of Manage-
ment of the triple qualification for a period of three years.


